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SUBJECT: PASSENGER VERSION OF KUWAIT HIJACKING 

1. FAHAD AL-BAHAR, BOARD CHAIRMAN OF KUWAITI BANK WAS ONE 
OF THE PASSENGERS ON HIJACKED KAC PLANE. THROUGH HIS 
AMERICAN GENERAL MANAGER WE HAVE LEARNED EOLLOWING 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON HIJACKING: AL-BAHAR WAS WITH 
KUWAIT AMBASSADOR BUAYJAN WHEN GROUP OF SIX ARRIVED 

AT AIRPORT WITH PASSPORTS WHICH SEEMED SUSPICIOUS TO 
AIRPORT AUTHORITIES; HOWEVER, BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN 
CHECKED EOR WEAPONS, AND PAPERS SEEMED IN ORDER, KUWAIT 
AMBASSADOR SAID THEY COULD GO ON PLANE. HIJACKERS 
WERE ABLE TO SEIZE PLANE, AL-BAHAR SAID, BECAUSE LARGE 
SUPPLY OF WEAPONS HAD BEEN STASHED IN PLANE. LATER, 

IN POSITIVE MOOD, LEADER OF HIJACKERS TOLD AL-BAHAR THAT 
GROUP COULD HIJACK ANY KIND OP PLANE BECAUSE OF ITS 
EXCELLENT ORGANIZATION. 
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2. AL-BAHAR GAVE VERY HIGH PRAISE TO KUWAIT INTERIOR/ 
DEFENSE MINISTER SHAIKH SA'AD WHO HE SAID REMAINED COOL 
THROUGHOUT AND STUCK TO HIS BARGAINING POSITION OF BEING 
UNWILLING TO REFUEL THE PLANE UNLESS ALL THE PASSENGERS 
WERE RELEASED. AL-BAHAR SAID HIJACKERS BECAME 

HIGHLY NERVOUS AT ONE POINT IN THE MIDDLE OP THE HIJACKING 
WHEN IT APPEARED KUWAITI TROOPS WERE MOVING IN. ON AT 
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LEAST ONE OCCASION WHEN THEIR DEMANDS WERE NOT 
NET, THEY THREATENED TO SHOOT SOMEONE AND THEN RACKED 
OFF AT THE LAST MINUTE. SOURCE SAID THAT TALL 18 YEAR 
OLD MEMBER OF THE GROUP WAS VERY NERVOUS AND RUDE, BUT 
THE REST OF THE HIJACKERS WERE NO PROBLEM. LEADER 
INSISTED LECTURING AL-BAHAR ON GOALS OF THE GROUP IN 
WHAT TO AL-BAHAR WAS A HIGHLY INCOHERENT FASHION. 

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, HIJACKERS DEMANDED RELEASE OF ONE 
PFLP MEMBER (APPARENTLY IN DAMASCUS) WHO, ACCORDING TO SHAIKH 
SA'AD, APPARENTLY HAD BEEN RET .EASED. HIJACK LEADER HAD WANTED 
TO FLY DIRECTLY FROM KUWAIT TO ADEN BUT HIS CO-LEADER INSISTED 
ON ELYING TO DAMASCUS, APPARENTLY TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF 
SOME PFLP MEMBERS THERE. THIS CAUSED SPLIT BETWEEN TWO 
AND, ACCORDING TO AL-BAHAR, WHEN THEY LEFT FOR 
DAMASCUS, THEY WERE NOT SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER. 

MAESTRONE 
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